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Black Canyon. Photo by Anne Keil

Happy New Year!

See below on how to submit your favorite
photo for the newsletter!

2021: Western Slope Group's " fricnd. . ke iy in e e

country.

70th Anniversary!
Upcoming events this year will include:
August - Anniversary camping weekend including

Mt. Sopris and Thomas Lakes...the first WSG hike!
(The group was originally formed in Rifle).

October (or sooner, COVID TBD) - WSG Annual
Dinner and anniversary bash!

See the 1962 article below for the history of the
WSG, written by Bob Beverly, the first Chair of the
WSG.

'n Slope members included Stanley
ug Underhill, Kim Warthan, Katey
 Randall, Jack Randall, Babs
Conrad, Rick Emanuel and

**We want your trip ideas! Is there is a hike or other inuel on that last gray November

trip you are interested in? If so, let us know!

**Guests are welcome on most trips with a total of 2
trips allowed as a guest.

Conservation Corner

“Multi-use Public Land”

by Ross Mittelman, WSG Conservation Chair

During a recent CMC hiking trip in Mclnnis Canyons National
Conservation Area (NCA), our group discussed different types
of recreational activities and whether or not they were
permitted in the area. The NCA, overseen by the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM), is broken up into several different
zones. Zone 1 allows camping and motorized recreation where RV’s and ATV’s dot the landscape.
Zone 2, known as Mack Ridge, offers world-class single track trails open to mountain bike
enthusiasts and managed to that user group. Zone 3 is considered wilderness, where both
motorized and mechanized activities are prohibited with the only backcountry travel occurring by
foot or hoof......>> READ MORE

Take the CMC WSG Conservation Survey

OUTINGS

JANUARY TRIPS** (click on titles for more info and to sign up):

Friday 1/1. WSG 70th Anniversary_series: Ridgway State Park Snowshoe. Mod A. Anne Keil.

Sunday 1/10. Hampton Lake Snowshoe. Mod B, John Broadbooks.

Monday 1/11. XC Ski on Grand Mesa. Mod Il. Roaring Fork Group.

Saturday 1/30. Ironton Townsite and Colorado Boy Mine Snowshoe. Mod A. Anne Keil.

Saturday 1/30. XC Ski Ironton Townsite. Mod |. Brenda Leach.

Friday 1/29-31. Lake City Ice Climbing. Pikes Peak Group.

**All members and guests must sign a new liability waiver (effective March 2020).

Starting July 1 revised COVID policy:

- Group size max of 10 (including trip leader).

- At least 6 feet social distancing required (otherwise use a mask or mouth/nose covering) at the
trailhead pre-trip, when passing other recreators, and at the trailhead post-trip.

Protocols for CMC Trips

Checklist for Participants, Trip Leaders, and School Directors

PRESENTATIONS

Thursday 1/7. Sharpen Those Tools! State CMC. 6:30-7:30pm Webinar. Fee.

Tuesday 1/12. Bargain Gear Shopping. 7-8pm Webinar. State CMC.

Wednesday 1/13. Nutrition for Outdoor Recreators. State CMC. 6-7:30pm Webinar. Fee.

Thursday 1/14. Patagonia and Antarctica Hiking_Slideshow. Roaring Fork Group, 6-6:45pm.

Tuesday 1/19. Mountain Tops From Around the World. Pikes Peak Group. 7pm Webinar.

Thursday 1/21. Lessons in Wilderness Survival 6-7:30pm. Webinar. Fee.

Monday 2/8-11. Volunteer Leadership Virtual Conference. Free for members and leaders!

CLASSES

Avalanche Terrain Avoidance:

This seminar consists of pre-course work by students on their own; a two hour presentation by Zoom and a
3-hour field exercise for those who wish to AVOID avalanche terrain. This is particularly important given
the high avalanche danger this year. CMC members and non-members are welcome to sign up for one of 2
Zoom presentations -- Wednesday (1/13) and Tuesday (2/2). There is a fee. The currently scheduled field
sessons are at Jones Pass (close to Berthoud Pass). A field session will be scheduled for the Western
Slope. Date is TBD.

Wilderness First Aid is now a hybrid 16-hour online plus a 1-day in-person field class. This
serves as both an initial certification and recertification. $200 members, $245 nonmembers, and
5 spots each class are free for leaders with online application and 6 trip commitment in 2 years.
Western Slope field day location TBD due to COVID distancing precautions. More info here and

dates will be added regularly when distancing restrictions are lowered.

Trip Leader Training: We are seeking new trip leaders! The free training consists of online
modules and one training hike plus wilderness first aid. Self paced online class portion of trip
leader training is now available. This is also available to current leaders as a refresher. If you are
interested, please contact WSGofCMC@gmail.com.
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" gnather Golden Anniversary History

WESTERN SLOPE GROUP, 1951 - 1962

Bob Beverly

On the night of May 26, 1950, a gath- oil-shale plant closed, headquarters of

ering of approximately 20 persons met
at the old Rifle, Colorado, city hall, in a
mom above the fire station, with the
purpose of forming a group of the Colo-
rado Mountain Club. The idea was con-
ceived midst an early fall snowstorm on
Castle Peak on September 10, 1949, by
Harry Harris and Bob Beverly. At the
May meeting there was considerable
discussion about the interest in climb-
ing, the purposes and objectives of the
CMC; and plans were made for a few
climbs during the summer of 1950, The
nucleus of the group was made up of
engineers from the Bureau of Mines
Oil-Shale Project near Rifle. The name,
Elk Mountain Group, was proposed but
Boyd Guthrie, then chief of the oil-shale
plant, suggested it be called the West-
ern Slope Group as there might be mem-
bers from other locations on the West-
ern Slope who would like to participate,
H - b o hea orouir

was a joint trip with Denve
on Mt, Sopris with Fred Ruckhaus fro
Denver as the leader. Only a few climbs
were made that summer; but the 1951
schedule was a more ambitious one, in-
cluding hikes to Hanging Lake, Cathed-
ral Lake and the Marble guarries, and
climbs to Notch Mountain (another
joint trip with the Denver Group), North
Maroon (we didn’t quite make the top)
and Grizzly.

At the August 10, 1951, meeting of the
CMC Board of Directors, Malcolm Lind-
sey made a resolution that the Western
Slope Group members of the Colorado
Mountain Club be recognized as an or-
ganized group of the CMC. With the
seconding and passing of the resolu-
tion, the Western Slope Group officially
came into being. Charter members were
Eloise Amichaux, Bonnie Knutzen, and
Roger Green of Glenwood Springs;
Harry Durham, Gilbert Mull, and Bob
Beverly of Rifle; and Harold Porter of
Grand Junction, Beverly was elected to
serve as the first chairman of the group.

Since 1951, 35 different members, as
well as many guests, have participated
in the activities of the group, although
the average membership for any given
Year has been only about 11. When the

SEPTEMEER, 1962

the group moved from Rifle to Grand
Junetion. Closing of the plant, along
with the coming and going of the ura-
nium boom, has scattered members
widely. Usually these persons have con-
tinued membership for a year or two
after leaving, resulting in a mailing list
including Japan, Australia, Massachu-
setts and St. Louis. How these geologists
get around! Most of the members are
now located in Grand Junction, al-
though when the cars start arriving at
a campsite, they may be from Aspen,
Meeker, Montrose, Durango, Monte
Vista, Dolores or Telluride.

For the record-—Bob Beverly served as
chairman of the group from 1951 thru
1954 and again during 1957 and 1958.
Jeff Grier efficiently organized the files
and headed the group during 1955 and
1956. Madeline Colby, who is now a
member of the Fort Collins Group, was

_ chairman for 1959; and Bob Piiman of
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Although several times during the
past 11 years there have been @iscus-
sions of abandoning the group, invari-
ably the next climb is well attended
and provides so much enjoyment that
plans are made for another year. With
the small group and the wide territory
it covers—I guess we can claim any-
thing west of the Divide—it has been
difficult to schedule more than about
one trip a month. The Elks and the San
Juans have been the most popular
climbing areas. Members of other
groups have been frequent guests, as
our schedule includes mostly the higher
peaks and the more interesting climbs.
Western Slope Group members can be
seen on the ski slopes at Grand Mesa
or Aspen nearly any weekend through
the winter.

The Western Slope Group is proud to
help the club celebrate our 50th anni-
versary. We will wave to our fellow
CMC’ers from Mt. Wilson and El Diente
on August 19. Possibly this is appropri-
ate as El Diente happens to be the
westernmost fourteen - thousander in
Colorado.

Join us anytime you can find us.
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Seeking Monthly Newsletter Volunteers

We'd like your help! If you have requests for newsletter content or would like to contribute, let us
know! Deadline to submit information, articles or photos is the 25th of each month for the
following month's newsletter. Email us at WSGofCMC@gmail.com.

The Roaring Fork Group (formerly the Aspen Group) of the CMC also has a newsletter. If you
want to receive their newsletter, send a request to roaringforkcmc@gmail.com.

We are also looking for a volunteer to be the Newsletter Editor. We use myEmma, a tool which
has many features that facilitate creating our monthly newsletter.

Click on these links to see past issues of our monthly Canyon to Crest Call newsletter.

2020: July, August, September, October, November, December.

2021 Western Slope Group Council

Chair: Brenda Leach (Ridgway)

Vice Chair & Outings Chair: Anne Keil (Montrose)

Treasurer: John Broadbooks (Montrose)
Secretary: Karen Mann (Montrose)

Conservation Chair: Ross Mittelman (Palisade)

We've set our Council meetings for the 2nd Tuesday of odd-numbered months, 5:30 - 7pm. The
meeting schedule for 2021 is January 12, March 9, May 11, July 13, September 14 and
November 9. The location will be determined closer to the meeting date. It could be via Zoom
while we're dealing with COVID-19. WSG members are welcome to attend.

CMC connects Coloradans with more than 3,000 trips, hikes and activities annually.
Members also receive huge deals on outdoor gear, lodging, events and more.
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